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THE 2ND ANNUAL HOMESCHOOL CONFERENCE & EXPLORERS DAY 

CAMP IS PLEASED TO WELCOME YOU!

The state of race and education and their impact on our young people 

is a growing state of concern. Families around the globe are seeking 

solutions that foster empowerment, agency and awareness beyond the 

classroom. Educational institutions must re-evaluate their existing 

policies, curriculums and teacher training in order to address the 

urgent need for commitment to creating an inclusive and safe space 

for all families.

The Creating Racial Equity in Homeschooling Conference taking 

place on Monday, October 15, 2018 will be the first event of its kind 

held in Philadelphia. Educators, social justice activists, home 

educators, college students, and anyone interested in a new paradigm 

of learning will find something of value from this menu of workshops, 

lectures and discussions.

Running simultaneously, young people are invited to enjoy the 

museum’s popular Explorers Day Camp, a full day of fun, engaging 

and educational programming, open to all young people ages 3-17. 

Held in Drexel University's Academy of Natural Sciences, this 

Conference and Camp has something to offer homeschooling families 

of all ages and backgrounds, and will address a number of critical 

issues facing parents and educators today, in a fun and friendly 

atmosphere of mutual respect and lifelong learning.

www.eclecticlearningnetwork.com



It is not controversial to say that public education is failing many of 

our children, and that those who suffer are overwhelmingly children of 

color. Lack of funding, redlining, hidden and overt racial bias, and the 

“school to prison pipeline” are a crisis many of our Black and Brown 

children must navigate daily, while simply trying to learn and grow.

Additionally, there is evidence that traditional schooling is failing 

even our country’s most privileged children. Standardized curricula 

and testing, “teaching to the test.” overmedication, bullying and 

violence, and academics dissociated from life are problems that 

disrupt many of our children’s learning, regardless of class, race or 

privilege.

In this conference we will look at the history of education in the 

United States, with a special focus on those who have chosen to 

educate their children at home. We’ll explore how – and why -

homeschooling movement in the US, which was originally a 

tremendously white (and often fundamentally racist) choice, is 

increasingly and quickly being embraced by African American 

families and other families of color as the best option available to their 

children today.

As the number of Black and Brown families transition to home 

education, the issues of race are evident, resulting in families feeling 

isolated, creating sub-groups of their own or re-enrolling their young 

people back into school. This year’s conference will focus on those 

challenges and how families, groups and organizations can create 

racial equity in those spaces. 
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This conference will also be a place for existing home educating families 

and organizations to learn how to create inclusive and diverse spaces that 

promote interracial and cross-cultural learning. Even in the most progressive 

homeschooling communities, there remains evident racial and pedagogical 

segregation. This conference will provide a space for open communication 

to promote greater understanding and to support families and educators who 

desire to build a stronger and more inclusive community.

The 2nd Annual Homeschool Conference & Explorers Day Camp is 

open all - to home education families, to parents and others who are curious 

about homeschooling or concerned about education, to educators, to those 

seeking education alternatives and to those who wish to serve and extend 

programs to the home-education community

Eclectic Learning Network (ELN) is a secular, Black and Brown centered 

home education network dedicated to supporting unschooling families 

through community, connection and awarenesses that reflect the cultural and 

interest-driven needs of our young people.. 

At ELN we focus on:

• Providing opportunities for homeschool youth and parents to connect 

with others in the home education community

• Offering support for prospective and current families in their home 

education journey

• Advocating for home education families

• Promoting homeschooling awareness to the wider community

ELN was founded by Maleka Diggs, a first-generation Vincentian, married 

mother of two home-educated daughters. A natural learner and networker, 

Ms. Diggs saw a need to bring more learning and connecting opportunities 

to the forefront in Philadelphia - and the Eclectic Learning Network was 

born.
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The Academy of Natural Sciences was founded

in 1812 " for the encouragement and cultivation

of the sciences, and the advancement of useful

learning." Drexel University was founded in

1891 to offer students of all races, religions,

genders, and social classes an education that

would "not only be good, but good for

something."

In 2011, they formed an affiliation, The Academy

of Natural Sciences of Drexel University, that

draws on the strengths of both institutions.

This affiliation enhances the exhibits and

programming that the Academy is able to offer

the public through Drexel's faculty and extensive

resources, while providing the Drexel

community with unprecedented access to the

Academy's vast collections and researchers.



BECOME A SPONSOR

Consider taking this opportunity to leverage your business in support 

of educational inclusiveness in Philadelphia!

Conference sponsors help make this conference affordable to families 

who may not otherwise be able to attend – but that’s not all!! It’s also 

a great way to show that your business is family-friendly, socially-

conscious, forward-thinking, and committed to making a real 

difference in your community.

In return for your support, ELN will promote your business 

throughout the year in a number of ways – online, in social media, in 

print media – and best of all through word of mouth and networking. 



Sponsorship Levels

Supporter - $200

As a supporter, your organization will be listed on the conference 

page of ELN website, social media platforms (Facebook and 

Instagram), event program and well as At A Glance: ELN’s bi-

monthly newsletter serving over 300 subscribers

Advocate - $500

You’ll enjoy all of the Supporter benefits, PLUS!

Prominent logo placement on the welcome page of ELN, 

acknowledgment during conference, 1 Year membership to ELN’s 

Affiliate Partner Program, Pre-event Networking meet & greet, 

Post event Happy Hour

Partner - $1000

Supporter & Advocate, PLUS!

Interview highlighting your business and shared on social media 

platforms and ELN website

Business listed on all event marketing materials

Become an Affiliate member for 2 years

Show your support for families, for education, for social change 

and for Philadelphia youth – become a sponsor today!

https://d.docs.live.net/597bc5d193f12bed/Documents/ELN Business/ELN AP Program.pdf




To learn more about the Affiliate Partner Program, click here!

https://d.docs.live.net/597bc5d193f12bed/Documents/APP New2.pdf

